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Summary:
What does the biggest 
Consumer Electronics 
Show have to say about 
the future of your favorite 
pastime? We take a look 
at some of more 
interesting hardware 
devices designed to 
improve the gaming 
experience. 

Watch This! 

LCD monitors are still pretty expensive for most gamers, and 
the slow pixel response rate often creates an effect called 
"ghosting," where images from fast-moving games tend to blur 
across the screen. Well LG Electronics has made all of that a 
thing of the past, with its new gaming flat panel monitors 
featuring 8 millisecond response times and a special chip they 
call the "fENGINE". 

 Hot!
8 SFF PCs: 
Small, But Not So Quiet 
Small form factor PCs can 
easily blend into the 
background of any room in a 
home or office. But if fan 
noises are a concern, some of 
our test candidates with 
Pentium 4s inside might not 
necessarily make a good fit. 

Desktop Summit 2005: 
Linux' Chic Factor 
Nobody said Linux shows had 
to be dull. But Desktop Summit 
hosted by Linspire showed 
what fun can really be had in a 
Linux universe of cool and 
cheap PCs, fast cars and 
music. 

 Regulars
VGA Charts IV: AGP 
VGA Charts V: PCI Express 
In Part IV of the Tom's 
Hardware Guide VGA charts, 
we pitted the current AGP 
models against each other. In 
Part V, it's time to take a look 
at the new models utilizing the 
PCI Express bus. 

CPU Charts Part 1 
CPU Charts Part 2 
We take you back in CPU 
history in Part 1. We continue 
detailing AMD's path from its 
Athlon debut to its Athlon64 
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Sponsored Link 

 Play Console Games 
on Your PC Monitor - 
StarTech.com
The Video Game Jockey 
from StarTech.com is an 
affordable solution that 
allows you to play X-
Box, Playstation and 
Nintendo console games 
on your existing PC 
monitor. Saves space 
and money! Find out 
more hereÂ… 

Related Links 

Gaming Keyboards: 
Which Is The Best For 
You? 

Gadgets and Gear for 
Gamers on the Go 

 LAN Parties
Picture Contest 
Send us your LAN Party 
pictures. More 

LAN Parties Calendar 
(US) LanBash 2005 
(US) Network of Gamers 
(US) Iron Storm 3 
(CA) KCP - Maniacal-In-
March 
(NO) vikinglan 3 
More

 Hosted by

 

The fENGINE is an actual microchip on the flat panel's internal hardware that monitors the 
incoming image and then enhances it before displaying it. Colors are made more vibrant, 
darks darker, and lights lighter, which increases apparent contrast. When the technology 
was initially being explained to me I was skeptical - I thought a separate piece of 
hardware processing the image after a high-end video card had already gotten to it would 
slow down games. That simply wasn't the case; one of LG's Directors, Kim Way, enabled 
and disabled the fENGINE chip while I was watching an intensive ATI graphics card demo 
and then playing Unreal Tournament 2004 and Far Cry. There wasn't even a hiccup, only a 
dramatic increase in visual quality that isn't done justice by the split-view screenshot 
below. 

and show 3,300 benchmarks 
for CPUs since 1995 in Part 2. 

mainboards: asus, 

shuttle, abit, gigabyte, 

biostar, msi, aopen

cpus: amd, athlon,

intel, celeron, opteron

ram: corsair, kingston, 

samsung, crucial, ocz

storage: ibm, western 

digital, firewire, seagate, 

archos, cms

graphics cards: ati, 

radeon, all in wonder, 

nvidia, geforce fx

monitors: flat panel, 

viewsonic, nec, samsung, 

philips, benq

cases: chenbro, cooler 

master, thermaltake, 

chieftec

digital cameras: canon, 

sony, olympus, nikon, fuji, 

minolta

pdas: palm, sony, 

handspring, hewlett 

packard, compaq
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Another great feature of the soon to be released monitors - expect 17" and 19" models - is 
their ability to be moved in nearly any direction, with the image automatically adjusting to 
compensate. Rotate the monitor sideways and after a brief moment as the hardware 
detects the change, the image rotates as well - great for presentations or viewing that 
centerfold you scanned last week. 
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You can also flip the screen upside down, so someone across from you can view the 
slideshow you made on company time of your trip to CES, again with the image correcting 
itself. 

 

In addition, the monitor can also be flattened for wall-mounting - pretty cool if you are 
short on desk real estate. 
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Right now using the image orientation function will boot you out of your game, but LG's 
Christopher Neff assured me that the hardware is capable of doing it seamlessly if the 
game developers integrate support for it into the game's code. 

Look for these exciting new monitors to be twisting and turning in a store near you within 
the next few months. 

BACK | NEXT: Listen Up! 
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Sponsored Links

 Play Console Games on Your PC Monitor - StarTech.com
The Video Game Jockey from StarTech.com is an affordable solution that allows you to play X-Box, 
Playstation and Nintendo console games on your existing PC monitor. Saves space and money! Find out 
more hereÂ… 

 Get the best computer deals only @ TigerDirect.com
We have what you are looking for in stock & ready to ship at a great price! Computers, Notebooks, 
Monitors, Digital Cameras, CPU's, Memory, Motherboards, Barebone kits, Networking, Video, & more at 
the best values. Order today, ships today! 

 Velocity Micro Gaming Computers
Performance matters. Velocity Micro proves a computer is more than the sum of it's components. 
Experience our powerful Velocity Generator configuration tools to let us build your dream system! 

 Buy Video Games at Low Prices
Buy Games for PS2, Xbox, PC, GBA, Gamecube and more at Buy.com. We offer over 2 million products 
at guaranteed low prices. Shop today at The Internet Superstore. 

 Mushkin Gaming Ram-High Perf DDR Solutions since 1994
Mushkin Memory is one of the leaders in high performance gaming memory. Whether it is 
overclockabiltity or the ultiamte in precision that you are looking for, Mushkin High Performance modules 
are among the most versatile in the market. 

Buy a link now  
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